
CONSTITUTION

OF THE TRIBAL COUNCIL

OF THE TOLOWA DEE-NI' NATION

PREAMBLE

We, the members of the Tolowa Indians of the Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation, in order to
establish a more effective form of Tribal Government, to better exercise the privileges and
powers of self-government, to preserve Tolowa Tribal customs, to recognize our rights and
privileges as members, to improve the economic conditions for ourselves and our Tribal lands,
and to acquire lands as necessary for self-determination and the economy of our people, do
hereby establish this Constitution for the members of the Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation.

The Tolowa Indians of the Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation shall hereinafter be referred to as the

Nation.

ARTICLE 1 - Aboriginal Lands, Territory and Jurisdiction

Section 1. The Aboriginal Lands of the Nation's territory encompasses the lands and watersheds
of Wilson Creek to the South, the Sixes River to the North, East to the Applegate watershed in
the Coastal Range, and West to the Pacific Ocean horizon, all sea stacks including Point St.
George Lighthouse, and all usual and accustomed places.

The above lands constitute our place of origin and our continued habitation and occupancy,
demonstrated by the ancestral villages of our people within these boundaries. Yan'-daa-k'vt
("Yontocket") is the spiritual center of the Nation, and Xaa-wan'-k'wvt ("Howonquet") is the seat
of the Tolowa government.

Section 2. The Nation's Territory consists of all Aboriginal Lands, service areas, and all lands
subsequently and hereafter acquired by and for the Nation, whether within or outside of the
Nation's Aboriginal Lands.

Section 3. It is hereby declared that title to these lands includes, but is not limited to, all surface
and subsurface rights, and all accretions thereof.

Section 4. These lands shall be recognized by the United States Government as belonging to the
Nation, and shall be so shown on the maps of the United States. Since the Nation has at no time
relinquished any of its sovereign powers, we remain a sovereign nation within the United States,
with the right to govern all the lands within our Territory.

Sections. Jurisdiction. The laws of the Nation shall extend to:
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5/16/15, 5/21/16, 7/18/20






























